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Our Place and the
World

Physical Geography
Adventures

Weather and
Climate

People and Places

Sustainability and
the Environment

Fieldwork and Skills

Geography Curriculum Plan

Students examine their local area and
explore the wider world, developing a
sense of place, belonging, and global
awareness.

Students investigate dramatic natural
environments—such as mountains,
rivers, coasts, and disasters.

Through active observation and practical
projects, pupils learn about weather
patterns, climate zones, and the impact
of climate change on people and places.

This theme builds core geographical
skills through practical, real-world
investigations, encouraging curiosity,
teamwork, and problem-solving in local
contexts.
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At Oakwood, the geography curriculum is designed to develop a strong
sense of place, identity, and connection to the wider world. We recognise
that our pupils often face barriers to learning and emotional regulation, so
we deliver geography in a way that is structured, accessible, and engaging,
supporting both academic progress and personal development.

The curriculum follows a two-year rolling programme that revisits key
geographical concepts such as place, human and physical processes, and
sustainability. Each theme - from “Our Place in the World” to
“Sustainability and the Environment” —is explored through sensory
experiences, local relevance, and age-appropriate enquiry questions.

This thematic and cyclical approach helps to secure understanding while
supporting learners of mixed ages and varied needs.

Lessons are underpinned by active learning, fieldwork, and real-world
examples that make geography tangible and meaningful. By engaging with
their local environment, using maps, investigating weather patterns, or
exploring global challenges, pupils learn to apply geographical knowledge
in ways that build both confidence and life skills.

Geography also plays a key role in supporting emotional growth. Through
careful exploration of topics such as migration, inequality, and climate
change, pupils are encouraged to develop empathy, reflect on their own
experiences, and consider their place in a shared global community.

Ultimately, our geography curriculum aims to nurture curiosity, resilience,
and a sense of responsibility. By the end of their journey, pupils will
understand the world around them more clearly, ask thoughtful questions,
and feel empowered to make positive contributions to their communities
and the wider world.
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OAKWOOD OAKWOOD
Year A Autum 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Enquiry Our Place and G'::yi::ar: Weather and People and Sus:::jn:nhb;llty Fieldwork and
Question the World graphy Climate Places . Skills
Adventures Environment
Our Local Area: . Natural Weather and Countries of the . The Fieldwork and
Disasters: What Seasons: Environment:
Who Are We , UK: Where Do Local Maps:
KS2 Happens When What’s the . How Can We .
and Where Do . People Live and Exploring Where
We Live? the Earth Weather Like Why? Help Our We Are
| Shakes? Today? | Planet?
Map Skills EaEr)'(cﬁlour:'ankis Weather Tourism: Wh Climate Change | Interactive Field
Adventure: 9 Extremes: What ) y - Action and Tasks: What
Lower ) and Volcanoes: Do People .
KS3 Exploring Our What Makes the Happens When Travel Around Awareness: Can We Find
Place in the Ground the Weather the World? What Can We Out About Our
World Goes Wild? ’ Do? Area?
Explode?
City Llfe.:.How Extrermne Earth: Weather Globgl Sustainable Flel.dwork in
Are Cities Connections: Planet: How Do | Action:
Upper How Do Natural | Watchers: How ..
Around the . . How Are We We Make the Investigating the
KS3/KS4 Hazards Shape Do We Live with .
World the Same Linked to Other World Last World Around
. Our World? the Weather?
or Different? Places? Longer? Us
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Year B Autum 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Enquiry Our Place and GZ[:)yi;car: Weather and SUS:::’nfhbelllty Fieldwork and
Question |  the World graphy Climate : Skills
Adventures Environment
M.ountams and Hot and Cold Jobs Around the . Amazing
World Explorers: | Rivers: How Are Caring for the Places:
, Places: Why Is It | World: What Do .
KS2 What’s Out They Made and Planet: Reduce, Capitals,
There? Why Are They plSlsall O HLlDI reuse, recycle landmarks and
) Cold There? Why? ’
Important? wonders
. - . ) Weather and Migration Map Skills
Exploring A3|a. Coastlines: Microclimates: | Stories: Why Do | GlobalTrade:Is | Adventure: How
Lower What Is It Like to | What Happens .
) How Is Weather People Move Fair Trade Really | Can We Use
KS3 Live Somewhere at the Edge of . . i .
Different? the Land? Differentin One from Place to Fair? Maps in Real
’ ) Day? Place? Life?
Changing Coasts and Climate Crisis: People on the Local
Ubber Cities: How Are Conflict: Why What Can We Move: How Solving Real Investigations:
KSSp/pKS4 Cities Growing Do People Fight Do About Does Migration | World Problems What Can
and Why Does It to Protect the Global Change the Together Fieldwork Teach
Matter? Coast? Warming? World? Us?
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Term

Autumn Term 1

Note: Due to the nature of the course and the needs of the learners, this curriculum is adaptable and may be delivered over
three years rather than two to provide additional support, consolidation, and depth of study.
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Year 1 (AQA Specification) Geography

Units / Topics

The Challenge of Natural Hazards

Content & Focus

Tectonic Hazards, Weather Hazards and Climate Change

Autumn Term 2

Urban Issues and Challenges

Urbanisation Trends, Case Study, Urban Sustainability

Spring Term 1

Urban Issues and Challenges

UK Urban Area Case Study, Urban Regeneration

Spring Term 2

Physical Landscapes in the UK — Coasts

Coastal processes and landforms, Coastal management

Summer Term 1

Physical Landscapes in the UK - Rivers

River processes and landforms, River flooding and
management

Summer Term 2

Fieldwork Preparation (Human and Physical)

Fieldwork skills: sampling, data collection, risk assessment

Term

Autumn Term 1

Year 2 (AQA Specification) Geography

Units / Topics

The Living World

Content & Focus

Ecosystems and tropical rainforests, Cold environments

Autumn Term 2

The Changing Economic World

Development gap, Nigeria Case Study, UK economy: changes

Spring Term 1

The Challenge of Resource Management

Water insecurity: impacts and management

Spring Term 2

Fieldwork Review

Recap and analyse fieldwork: methods, data, conclusions

Summer Term 1

Case Study Recall

Focused case study recall

Summer Term 2

Exam Techniques

Timed Questions and command words
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