
At our school, we aim to ignite pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding 
of the past through a rich, inclusive and engaging history curriculum taught over 
a two-year rolling programme (Year A and Year B). Our curriculum is designed 
around six overarching themes: Power and Rebellion, Empire and Resistance, 
Conflict and War, Society and Protest, Beliefs and Culture, and Innovation 
and Change.

Through these themes, pupils explore a broad range of historical periods, 
people, and places — from ancient civilisations and medieval monarchs to 
modern movements for rights and justice. We build historical knowledge and 
skills progressively, encouraging children to think critically, investigate 
sources, and consider multiple perspectives. Our curriculum gives pupils the 
tools to ask perceptive questions, make connections across time, and 
understand how history shapes the present and future.

We prioritise chronological understanding, ensuring pupils see history as a 
coherent narrative. Our approach embeds local, national and global contexts, 
enabling pupils to relate historical events to their own lives — whether through 
studying the legacy of the Romans in Britain, the impact of the British 
Empire, or Coalville’s industrial heritage.

Across the two-year cycle:

•Year A explores stories of change, belief, and conflict, such as the 
Norman Conquest, World Wars, and the Crusades.

•Year B highlights leadership, resistance, and reform, from Henry VIII to 
the Civil Rights Movement.

We foster a passion for history by encouraging independent enquiry, creative 
interpretation, and historical empathy, preparing pupils not only for future 
learning but to be thoughtful, informed citizens in today’s diverse society.

History Curriculum Plan
Themes Aims

Conflict, War and 
it’s Impact

Covers major conflicts and their 
effects on societies and individuals.

Society, Rights 
and Protest

Examines the development of civil 
rights, freedoms, and protest 
movements.

Empire, 
Colonisation and 
Resistance

Focuses on the rise and fall of 
empires and the responses to 
imperialism.

Beliefs, Culture & 
Daily Life

Investigates religion, belief systems, 
myths, and everyday experiences 
across time.

Power, Monarchy 
and Rebellion

Explores how individuals and 
institutions have sought, 
maintained, or challenged political 
power.

Innovation, 
Disaster & Local 
History

Highlights change through 
technology, tragedy, and localised 
history.



Year B Autum 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring  2 Summer 1 Summer 2

KS2 Roman Empire Roman Legacy in 
Britain The Vikings Local History 

Coalville Elizabeth I
Legends and 

Disasters Great 
Fire of London

Lower KS3 The Black Death The Crusades The English Civil 
War

Cromwell and the 
Restoration

Slavery through 
Time

Crime and 
Punishment 

through Time

Upper 
KS3/KS4

British Empire Resistance to the 
British Empire

WWII and the Key 
Battles The Holocaust Post War Britain Multi-Cultural 

Britain

Year A Autum 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring  2 Summer 1 Summer 2

KS2 Stone Age Britain Ancient Egypt The Ancient 
Greeks Anglo-Saxons Henry VIII Legends and 

Myths

Lower KS3 What is History Norman Conquest Life in Medieval 
England The Reformation Stuarts and the 

Gun Powder Plot

Independent 
Learning Project 
on Legends and 

Disasters

Upper 
KS3/KS4

Industrial 
Revolution

Life in Victorian 
Times

WWI Causes and 
Life in the 
Trenches

Home Front during 
WWI

Protest and 
Change- Female 

Suffrage 
Movement

American Civil 
Rights Movement

History Long Term Plan



Term Units / Topics Content & Focus

Autumn Term 1 Core 20th Century – International Relations: 1919–1939 Treaty of Versailles, League of Nations, Causes of WWII

Autumn Term 2 International Relations cont. Appeasement, Hitler’s Foreign Policy, Nazi-Soviet Pact

Spring Term 1 Germany: 1918–1945 (Depth Study) Weimar Republic, Rise of Hitler, Nazi consolidation of power

Spring Term 2 Germany cont. Life in Nazi Germany – propaganda, youth, women, 
opposition

Summer Term 1 Source Skills & Introduction to Paper 2 Working with sources: bias, reliability, provenance, purpose

Summer Term 2 Revision and End-of-Year Review End-of-Year Exams & Thematic Revision Tasks

Term Units / Topics Content & Focus

Autumn Term 1 Cold War 1945–1972 (Core Content) Origins of the Cold War, Berlin Blockade, Korean War

Autumn Term 2 Cold War cont. Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam War, détente

Spring Term 1 Revision of Depth Study (Germany) Recap key topics with focus on Paper 1 essays

Spring Term 2 Paper 2 – Source Exam Practice Depth practice on source questions (e.g., League or Cold 
War)

Summer Term 1 Mock Exams & Paper 4 (if applicable) Focus on structured questions / alternative to coursework

Summer Term 2 Targeted Revision & Exam Strategy Timed practice, walkthroughs, content flashbacks

Year 1 (IGCSE History – Year A) Focus: Building Core Knowledge & Historical Skills

Year 2 (IGCSE History – Year B) Focus: Source Evaluation, Exam Practice & Global Context

Note: Due to the nature of the course and the needs of the learners, this curriculum is adaptable and may be delivered over 
three years rather than two to provide additional support, consolidation, and depth of study.
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