
Religious Education Curriculum Plan

Themes Enquiry Questions

Beliefs and God
• What do people believe 

about God?
• What is the meaning of life?

Origins and the 
World

• How was the world made?
• What is special about our 

planet?

Identity and 
Belonging

• What does it mean to 
belong?

• How do people show their 
faith?

Morality and 
Choices

• How do we decide what’s 
right and wrong?

• How do beliefs shape daily 
life?

Influence and 
Change

• Who inspires us?
• Can religion change the 

world?

Conflict and 
Peace

• How do religions respond to 
conflict?

• What happens when we die?

The Religious Education curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity, empathy, 
and personal growth through the exploration of six meaningful themes: Beliefs 
and God, Origins and the World, Identity and Belonging, Morality and Choices, 
Influence and Change, and Conflict and Peace.

This two-year, thematic model allows pupils across Key Stage 2 to GCSE to 
revisit and deepen their understanding of key religious and philosophical ideas 
at a level appropriate to their stage of emotional and cognitive development.
For our learners, this curriculum:

•Provides a safe and structured space to explore sensitive and spiritual 
ideas that connect to their personal experiences.

•Encourages expression and reflection, helping pupils understand 
themselves and others through stories, discussion, and creative tasks.

•Promotes emotional literacy, empathy, and social awareness by linking 
religious teachings to real-life moral challenges and ethical dilemmas.

•Builds cultural awareness and tolerance, helping pupils appreciate 
diversity and navigate a multi-faith society with respect.

•Uses a repetitive, spiral approach so that key ideas are revisited 
regularly, improving retention, confidence, and engagement.

•Offers accessible and inclusive content, incorporating a range of 
world religions and worldviews beyond Christianity and Islam, allowing 
all pupils to see themselves and others reflected in the curriculum.

Ultimately, our RE curriculum supports pupils in finding meaning, developing 
values, and becoming thoughtful, respectful individuals ready to engage with 
the wider world.



Religious Education Long Term Plan

Year A Autum 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring  2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Enquiry 
Question

What do 
people believe 

about God?

How was the 
world made?

What does it 
mean to 
belong?

How do we 
decide what’s 

right and 
wrong?

Who inspires 
us?

What happens 
when we die?

KS2

God through 
stories: Hindu 

gods, Allah, 
Christian God

Creation stories: 
Hindu, Christian, 

Aboriginal

Festivals & 
communities: 

Diwali, Eid, 
Hanukkah, Easter

Rules & stories: 10 
Commandments, 
Buddhist precepts

Stories of Jesus, 
Muhammad, 

Buddha, Guru 
Nanak

Ideas of heaven, 
reincarnation, 

afterlife

Lower 
KS3

Comparing beliefs 
in God across 

faiths

Scientific vs 
religious views

Rites of passage 
(bar mitzvah, 

baptism, naming)

Real-life dilemmas 
& faith responses

Modern faith 
heroes (MLK, 
Malala, etc.)

Funerals and 
rituals across 

faiths

Upper 
KS3/KS4

Theism, atheism, 
Humanism. Nature 

of God in Islam & 
Christianity

Stewardship vs 
exploitation. 

Creation, 
dominion, 

stewardship

Identity, belonging, 
community 

tensions. Ummah, 
Church, role of 

family

Religious & secular 
ethics. Good/evil, 

conscience, 
crime/punishment

Leadership, 
sacrifice, activism. 
Prophets, religious 

leaders

Reincarnation, 
resurrection, 

atheism.  
Judgement, life 

after death, funeral 
rites



Religious Education Long Term Plan

Year B Autum 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring  2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Enquiry 
Question

How do people 
show their 

faith?

How do 
religions 

respond to 
conflict?

How do beliefs 
shape daily 

life?

Can religion 
change the 

world?

What is special 
about our 

planet?

What is the 
meaning of life?

KS2

Prayer, places of 
worship (mandir, 
mosque, church, 

synagogue)

Peace stories from 
religions (e.g. Guru 

Tegh Bahadur)

Rules: Five Pillars, 
10 

Commandments, 
Buddhist Eightfold 

Path

Helping others – 
Sikh langar, zakat, 
Christian charities

Nature in religions: 
Hinduism, Islam, 

Christianity

My place in the 
world

Lower 
KS3

Pilgrimage and 
worship

Religious views on 
war & peace

Faith and food, 
dress, festivals

Inspirational 
movements – 

Sewa, Khalsa Aid, 
faith-based 

activism

Religious views on 
the environment

Beliefs about 
purpose and 

destiny

Upper 
KS3/KS4

Public vs private 
faith | Salah, 

prayer, pilgrimage 
(Hajj)

Pacifism, protest, 
forgiveness | Just 

War, jihad, peace-
making

Challenges of 
practising religion 
today | Shari’ah, 
Christian moral 

teachings

Religion and social 
justice | Human 

Rights, social 
justice, charity

Eco-faith activism, 
interfaith efforts | 

Stewardship, 
environmental 
responsibility

Suffering, free will,  
Problem of evil



Term Units / Topics Content & Focus

Autumn Term 1 Thematic Study Religion, Peace & Conflict

Autumn Term 2 Thematic Study Religion & Life

Spring Term 1 Thematic Study Religion, Human Rights & Social Justice

Spring Term 2 Paper 2 – Source Exam Practice Beliefs & Practices (Christianity and Islam)

Summer Term 1 Exam Practice Timed Questions, Feedback, Final Revision

Summer Term 2 GCSE Exams Timed Questions, Feedback, Final Revision

Year 1 (AQA Specification A) Core Beliefs, Practices and Thematic Foundations

Year 2 (AQA Specification A) Thematic Studies and Exam Preparation

Term Units / Topics Content & Focus

Autumn Term 1 Christian Beliefs Nature of God, Trinity, Creation, Jesus, Salvation, Afterlife

Autumn Term 2 Islamic Beliefs Tawhid, Angels, Prophets, Books, Akhirah, Predestination

Spring Term 1 Christian Practices Worship, Sacraments, Pilgrimage, Festivals, Role of Church

Spring Term 2 Islamic Practices Five Pillars, Ten Obligatory Acts (Shia), Prayer, Ramadan, Hajj, 
Jihad

Summer Term 1 Thematic Study Religion, Crime & Punishment

Summer Term 2 Revision and Exam Skills Focus on beliefs, practices & thematic links
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